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PRIVATE BEHAVIOR IN PUBLIC PLACES 
John Archea 
Department of Architecture 
State University of New York at Buffalo 
Buffalo, NY 14214 
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ABSTRACT  
Tne notion of civic plazas, small in-town 
parks, festival markets and otner public 
places presumes the existence of a public 
tnat encases in some sort of public behavior 
in these settines. However, excect for 
oublic everts like Daraces or political 
rallies, public places generally are used 
ov solitary individuals or twosomes pursuing 
very personal aaendas rancine from reflections 
or tneir problems or prospects to killing 
time Petween appointments. 
This poster documents the results of a two-
year study of tne architectural contributions 
to user experiences in civic spaces. It 
illustrates now People alien tneir overt 
actions with Their positions within a given 
space to leeitimize their pursuit of 
personal aae n das in the presence cf 
unaccuainmed others. 
One section c tne poste- illustrates a 
numper of architectural devices thEt enhance 
the attractiveness of activities within a 
public space, facilitate individual commit-
ments to enter such a space, and legitimize 
tneir continued presence within that space. 
These include the passage of multiple 
Pedestrian paths through tne setting, 
cptcrtun .ities to. inconspicuously preview 
ongoing activities before entering, and 
obvious points of egress other than the 
point of entry. 
Another section of the poster presents a 
photographic record of behavior at locations 
having a wide ranee of architectural 
qualities in San Francisco's Embarcarderro 
Center. It can be seen that the visual 
conspicuousness of a elven location relative 
to adjacent obstructions and pathways or to 
changinc lighting conditions effects both the 
frequency of its use and the strategies that 
users employ to legitimize their presence in 
such locations. 
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ABSTRACT: Project surveyed 60 public spaces in 12 U.S. cities; observed patterns 
of use and non-use, including type of use. Identified essential 
patterns where most spaces broke down into domains of "personal control" 
and "social control". Social control zones were primarily central  
where participants could be seen better than they could see. Domains 
of personal control tended to be around the edges where participants 
could see better than they could be seen. Where seating existed in 
the personal zones, it tended to be heavily utilized. 
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